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English 2011G (Sec. 002): Literature, the Self, and the World 
Instructor: Dr. Robert Martinez 
Office: Coleman Hall 3371 
E-mail: rlmartinez@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: M 2-4 PM, W /F 2-3 PM, and by appointment 
Course time & location: 9-9.50 AM, Coleman 3170, spring 2014 
Course Description: 
In this course, we will study a number of significant works of fiction (both in literature and film) 
from diverse cultures and historical periods. We vvill think critically about how these works 
create individuals' sense of identity and the ways in which we, as human beings, navigate our 
place in society and the world at large. Crucial themes of our course will include understanding 
how V\Titers and filmmakers use language and its tools (metaphor, irony, tone, etc.) in both 
written and cinematic form to evaluate meaning and value, and how they construct identity, 
society, and the formation of individual agency (how people act in the world). Larger questions 
we V\ill consider include the follmving: what aspects of the world around us affect identity? What 
actions do people choose to make, and what are the consequences-both ethical and moral-of 
those actions? (This course satisfies General Education requirements.) 
Required Texts: 
• Pat Barker, Union Street & Blow Your House Down 
• Willa Cather, 0 Pioneers! 
• Sandra Cisneros, The House on Mango Street 
• Michelle Cliff, No Telephone to Heaven 
• Graham Greene, A Gun for Sale 
• Carmen Laforet, Nada 
• Alan Sillitoe, The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner 
Note: We will not be reading David Mitchell's Black Swan Green. 
Required Film Screenings: 
• Andrea Arnold, Fish Tank 
• Dito Tsintsadze, Gun-shy (Schussangst) 
• Edgar G. Ulmer, Detour 
Advice for Readings: 
Complete readings by the date listed on the syllabus. One of the key life/job skills you will learn 
in this course is critical reading. Critical reading means reading so that you learn how to 
move beyond a mere surface understanding oflanguage in order to think about and evaluate the 
nuances and details of language and meaning. Most of you will discover that in order to develop 
your critical reading skills you will need to READ SLOWLY, and perhaps even use Post-it® tabs 
to mark passages in your reading, and JOT DOWN NOTES ABOUT YOUR THOUGHTS ON 
THE READING. Even if a passage in a given reading assignment or moment of a film perplexes 
you, don't get frustrated-create a question that will help you understand it and bring that 
question to class to share for discussion. 
Course Requirements: 
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All students should be prepared to do the following in order to succeed in the course: 
• Complete all assigned readings on time. Unannounced reading quizzes may occur, so 
make sure you do the reading! 
• Talk about course material (readings and films) in class, and the more enthusiastically 
the better! Your education is largely what you make it. Your professors are here 
to help and guide you, but college is definitely the time for you to start demonstrating 
initiative and self-direction-two qualities that will be expected of you, big time, in 
the work/professional world. Be ready to participate and work with others; do not 
expect your professor or your classmates to hand you ideas or "answers." 
• Complete brief responses to assigned readings and films (when assigned). 
• Come to class! Learning in the classroom environment is paramount, especially when a 
professor's or classmate's contribution may produce an idea, a claim, or some bit of 
analysis that changes our classroom conversation. Class discussions may also provide 
you with an idea for your papers and will most definitely inform the midterm and final 
examinations. Missing too many classes will negatively affect your final grade (unless 
excused by illness or extenuating circumstances). 
Critical Writing Assignments: 
Brief responses: If and when assigned, students will be asked to write a short reflection 
(paragraph or two) that communicates their critical interpretation of some aspects of a reading 
or film assignment. 
Formal papers: Students will write two papers during the course of the semester that focus on a 
text or two from class and develop an interpretive argument about some specific issue in the 
text(s). You will need to quote significant amounts of material from your text(s) to use as 
evidence to prove your reading of a novel or film. In order to do this kind of analysis, you will of 
course need to use MLA format to cite your evidence properly and document it correctly in your 
"works cited" page. The first paper requires 5-7 pages, double-spaced and typed; the second 
paper requires 7-9 pages, double-spaced and typed, and some outside research to include in 
your argument. 
Exams: Students will complete a midterm exam and a final exam, both consisting of 
identifications, short answers, and essay responses. 
A note regarding your papers: Plagiarism is absolutely unacceptable. Plagiarism is 
the presentation of another's words or ideas as your own. Usually plagiarism is intentional, but 
it can also occur when one fails to cite a source correctly. It violates the EIU honor system and 
robs the original author of due credit. As a student at Eastern Illinois University, you are 
responsible for abiding by the EIU Student Conduct Code. Should I determine that you have 
knowingly committed plagiarism in an assignment, I will not hesitate to penalize your work and 
to direct the case to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
Grading: 
• Paper #1 (5-7 pages): 15% 
• Paper #2 (7-9 pages): 25% 
• Midterm Exam: 15% 
• Final Exam: 30% 
• Participation and attendance: 15% 
Date 
Mon., 1/13 
Wed., 1/15 
Fri., 1/17 
Mon., 1/20 
Wed., 1/22 
Fri., 1/24 
Mon., 1/27 
Wed., 1/29 
Fri., 1/31 
Mon., 2/3 
Wed., 2/5 
Fri., 2/7 
Mon., 2/10 
Wed., 2/12 
Fri., 2/14 
Mon., 2/17 
Wed., 2/19 
Fri., 2/21 
Mon., 2/24 
Wed., 2/26 
Fri., 2/28 
Mon., 3/3 
Wed., 3/5 
Fri., 3/7 
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Schedule - Literature, the Self, and the World 
Spring2014 
Note: Readings/events are subject to change 
What's Happening in Class Homework 
Introduction to course Start reading 0 Pioneers! (pp. 
3-38) 
Discuss 0 Pioneers! Continue reading 0 Pioneers! 
(pp. 39-74) 
Discuss 0 Pioneers! Continue reading 0 Pioneers! 
(pp. 75-125) 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No Class Continue reading 0 Pioneers! 
(pp. 126-161) 
Discuss 0 Pioneers! Finish reading 0 Pioneers! 
(pp. 162-180) 
Conclude discussion of 0 Pioneers! Start The House on Mango 
Street (PP. 1-35) 
Begin discussion of The House on Mango Read The House on Mango 
Street Street (pp. 36-70) 
Discuss The House on Mango Street Finish The House on Mango 
Street (pp. 71-110) 
Finish discussion of The House on Mango Start reading Nada (pp. 3-41) 
Street 
Begin discussion of Nada Continue reading Nada (pp. 
42-72) 
Discuss Nada Continue reading Nada (pp. 
73-103) 
Discuss Nada Continue reading Nada (pp. 
104-164) 
Discuss Nada Continue reading Nada {pp. 
165-195) 
Discuss Nada Finish reading Nada {pp. 196-
247) 
Lincoln's Birthdau - No Class Finish Nada 
Finish discussion of Nada Study for Midterm Exam 
Watch Fish Tank Study for Midterm Exam 
Watch Fish Tank Study for Midterm Exam 
Finish watching Fish Tank and begin 
discussion 
Finish discussion of Fish Tank and do quick 
midterm review 
Midterm Exam Read Sillitoe's "The 
Loneliness of the Long-
Distance Runner," (pp. 7-54) 
Discuss "The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Read Sillitoe's "Uncle Ernest" 
Runner" (pp. 55-68) and "Saturday 
Afternoon" (pp. 118-127) 
Discuss "Uncle Ernest" and "Saturday 
Afternoon" 
Finish discussion of Sillitoe stories; discuss Work on completing Paper #1 
Mon., 3/10-
3/14 
Mon., 3/17 
Wed., 3/19 
Fri.,3/21 
Mon., 3/24 
Wed., 3/26 
Fri., 3/28 
Mon., 3/31 
Wed., 4/2 
Fri., 4/4 
Mon., 4/7 
Wed., 4/9 
Fri., 4/11 
Mon., 4/14 
Wed., 4/16 
Fri., 4/18 
Mon., 4/21 
Wed., 4/23 
Fri.,4/25 
Mon., 4/28 
Wed., 4/30 
Fri., 5/2 
pointers for Paper #1 
Spring Break - No Class 
Start watching Gun-shy 
Paper #1 due! 
Watch Gun-shy 
Discuss Gun-shy 
Discuss No Telephone to Heaven 
Discuss No Telephone to Heaven 
Discuss No Telephone to Heaven 
Discuss No Telephone to Heaven 
Finish discussion of No Telephone to Heaven 
Watch Detour 
Finish watching Detour and discuss 
Discuss A Gun for Sale 
Discuss A Gun for Sale 
Discuss A Gunfor Sale 
Discuss A Gun for Sale 
Finish discussion of A Gun for Sale 
Discuss Blow Your House Down 
Discuss Blow Your House Down 
Discuss part 3 of Blow Your House Down 
Discuss part 3 of Blow Your House Down 
Finish discussion of Blow Your House Down 
Wrap up course; prep for final exam 
Paper #2 Due! 
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Complete/revise Paper #1 
over break! 
Start reading No Telephone to 
Heaven (DD. 3-43) 
Read No Telephone to Heaven 
(pp. 44-84) 
Read No Telephone to Heaven 
(pp. 85-135) 
Read No Telephone to Heaven 
(pp. 136-186) 
Finish No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 187-208) 
Start reading A Gun for Sale 
(pp. 1-35) 
ReadA Gunfor Sale (pp. 36-
70) 
ReadA Gunfor Sale (pp. 71-
106) 
ReadA Gunfor Sale (pp. 107-
142) 
Finish readingA Gunfor Sale 
(pp. 143-184) 
Start reading Blow Your 
House Down (pp. 247-282) 
Read Blow Your House Down 
(pp. 283-307) 
Read Blow Your House Down 
(DD. 308-368) 
Review pp. 308-368 
Finish Blow Your House 
Down (DD. 369-416) 
Final Exam: Monday, May 5, 2.45-4.45 PM 
